[Is serotonin implicated in the pathogenesis of the alcohol abstinence syndrome?].
5-Hydroxyindoleacetic acid (5-HIAA), the main metabolite of 5-hydroxytryptamine or serotonin, excreted in the urine over a 24 hour period was systematically measured in 35 patients with alcohol withdrawal syndrome (AWS). The level of excreted urinary 5-HIAA ac. was high in only a few patients. The pathogenic mechanisms involved are discussed and though the role of serotonin in the pathogenesis of AWS seems of secondary importance, some 5-hydroxytryptamine methyl analogues may have a major role in the pathogenesis of hallucinations caused by alcohol withdrawal.